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PREACfiiHSTHEfiOSPEL
The Scuthcm Churchman is doing

tne cause of religlon good service in

urging preachers to eschew secular

topies and to preach Lhe Gospel and tne

Gospel onlv from their pulplts.
¦prom the slandpolnt or thc layman

we have always thought that more h.'irm

than good was accomplh-hed by the dis¬

cussion of purely secular topies from

the sacred desk, and wc have been sur-

prfeed that senslble preachen* and good
preachers ghould have rnadc mis "e-

parture. W-- nre not surprJsed at any¬

thing that thc sensationaJ preachers do.

for their objeci seems to be-to d:aw

.Vowas nnd to make a sUr. But that

«>onsecrated preachers whose sole aim la

«o promote thc cause of religlon should
turn aside from Gospel preaching to tbe

discussion of questlons of ihe day.

political nnd oth'erwise, is to us inex-

plicable. First of ail. a preacher is on

l-erfectly safe ground when ;he confines

his preaching to Bible ouestr^ns, lo

questions of religlon. Hfa comml*-sion
is piain and unmistakab'.e, and nc can

have no doubt that he is discharging
3-is sacred duty when he preaches the

Gospel. lt is ai lea-st questiohablc whe-

iher or not he is authorlzed by thc Uard

¦;.» discuss outside to]
Again. the preacbe:

when ho preaches the Goj
there can be no two opinions among

Christians as to the fundaraental i rin-

iaples of Christlanlty. and there can be

nbdoubts raised and no dischssions and

jm ci;*--" =ions ta his congr< gation v. n

be confines himself to these. -But wl

he undertakes to aiscuss worldly top'cs
he necessarilv ralscs dispntes. and wh :¦

se-me wil! agree with hirri othe

disagree; v.:.:\* some w !1

him others will be turned
Moreover. as -the Sout

man well says. prea .'.-¦¦.

posed io speak with antli

rent topies which -¦.. '¦'¦' >}
They cannot stu ly ">

should and .....-¦ * '

i-i pastor and y I '- :-

ccinprehend coinplicatea .¦:¦

xvl ich the :¦¦ "-' astute .-¦"¦

>n safe ground

iwn t-

and living God when he preachef
truths of the Biblc.

ch-
-ied

was

for his knowledg' of thc Bi .;

knowledge of theology. When

ai these subjeets h sp .::.. as

He was thoroaghiy inforrnea,
thoroughly cafeful as to the stal

of fact whlch he made. and those who

knew him knew that when he mads a

tatement it was a fact and could be

absolutely relied upon. But on a <- r-

tain occaslcn this preacher announced
that he would deliver a series of s r-

ihoas on secular topies. and a great
crowd went to hear him. He had not

proceeded far In the discourse. however,
when men who were mfornied realired
that the preacher was not informed,
and that they knew more than he about

the topic which the preacher had un-

dertaken to discuss. The sc-rmon *.\aj

a f.at failure, and the preacher real-

izing that he had made a mistake, soon

abandoned the whole wretched business

and went back. to the preaching of the

Gospel. to which he confined himself

to his dying day.
Finaliy, we rernark that the great

purpose of a preacher sliould he to make
men and women fall in love with tne

Gospel. with thc church, and with the

preaching of God's minister.-:. It is his

duty to give men ar.d women a taste for

religious topies ar.d to bring them to

churd in- a religious frame cf mind.

But If he discusses secular topies. cs.

¦^.cially in an cr.gaglng and tascinating
ind* sensationaJ way, he will necessarily
.\im the thoughts of his people awny

from religion and give them a taste for
secular preaching rather than for Gospel
preaching. lt is jasl here. we believe.
that the grea*.c-Et lr.-.rm is done In dis-
cusslng other than pnrely Bible to, ics

from thc puipit.

aUVAMCEVEUT OF THE NE<-B0.
A correspondent of the Xew Tork Eyen-

Ir.g Post. In notlng the fact alleged that
in Alabama rather more than -12 per cent.

of thc colored population eitiier own cr

rent farrns, says that this shows what
.-. trcmendous 3tride the negroes have made
*iince they were given their frcedom.

'¦ThBt' n race tosscd into the maelstrom
nf fr<-e life." he aCds; "without any means

of cducation, n<*> money and preclous lit-
3e morals and religious aid. <-<<-.*!<! have
reached this pr-int. Is to its credit and
to the credit of thc leaders of that race

*«'bo have iii-lpr-d to bring about this meas¬

ure Of RUCCftSS."
Thi** would imply that the negro slaves

«-er« without an> sort of training when
2h«-y were fr<-ed. that they liad had no

(iivcatlon either mental or moral. and

Riat they were totally unfited for uny
Ko:-t ct ir.dustry. Never a greater mls-
t«.lic. We talk about the uneducated ne-

«!... before the war and thc educnted
j;,jgro of thc pref-ent day, utteiiy ignor-
;ns ihe ;fact thut the negro sla.ves were.
trtU cxiuciited. lt ls truo .that they did

I
not have much "book ie__rning." but bouk

learniri_r.s__o. thc whole or even the best ot
education. Tbe negro slaves wcrc well

educatcd in good manncrs, and in good
morals. They woro taught to bc polito
and to bo truthful and to be obedient.
a..d more than that they wcrc tuught to

work. Thc men woro taught to till the
soil nnd the women were taught to spln
and weave and sew and cook and do

houso work and odd Jobs afound tho

prcmises, and it was hard to find an

Intclllgent negro man who was not. a

.-.. .ui farnier or an intelllgcnt negro wo-

man who was not a good housekeeper,
Thc wiill-trained negro tdave and his

! vifo were splendldly equipped when tho

war closed to take charge of a small

farm. They knew how to raisc crops, they
know how to make iheir supplles at home,
_:¦¦» y knew how to make fabrics for their
clothes and how to spin and weave and
how to make tho c.lothcs, and many of
li-.e men knew how to make shoes as the
v.rn.en knew how to knit socks and make

hats. Thero was no sufficient reason

v hj such :s coupio. especialiy if they
!..i.' several half-grown ohildron. as was

iv. ually the case. should not take a small

:'. :n. and pay the rent. and make a sup-

jK-rt and savc the greater part ot the
i ioncy <i"p from year to year. Many

;. couples raked together a little money
<.:.: bought a piece of land on part credit.
Ln llt .-!. houso with their own hands and

then from year to year paid off thc debt.
Th< re Is nothing surprising about it.

They were. as we have said. well trained
fcr such work. and it was only a matter

of industry for them to succeed.
Bui there is another suggestion. ln the

romark of this New York corrcspondent
> liich is partictilariy interesting to tho

S iutherner. This Northern cOrrespondent
i-.timn'tes that the negro. when first freed.
was utterly unprepared to-earn a livlng,
uticrly unprepared to meet the issaes of

.;_. yet the Northern people seemed to

think that this same negro was thorough-
:-. prcpa.red.fpr tlie duties of citizehfeiiip
ai .: .-.- clothed him with thc right of

There is soWething in this for the North-
l-cvn people to V.nrdi about. Tho negroes

were wcll-trained in industry, but they had
;.. training whatever in affairs of gov-
,:, ment and knew as little about how to

lote as suckling babes.

THE BEST m rV!USIG.
'.'hc love of tlie best in music. like. tho

love of high art in every direction. ls a

matter of cultivation and development.
This applies on less to the commuiiity
;;,;.:-, to the indivldual. Thore must be

,.,. |ess love of Uie beautiful in art

rent iu every individual which only
awaits development. For. as Emerson

s ys. '.'Though we travel the world over

find Uie beautiful, we must carry it

-. ;th us. or we :ind it not."
Our Wednesday Club was organized nnd

LXists for the purpose of becomir.g a fac-

i :¦ in tii cultivation and development of
musical taste and &.ppreciation of the

.' this community. Its steadfast
11: directed to that e-v.l alone h3s.

preserved its life, and whatever measure

success it has achieved has been
-!..¦:._.-:-. the individual love of its mm-

... for th< beautiful in the art of music.

1 -.. th: lub has reached a period in its
=) when it must take- an aceount,

..; i; were. of its work. Its apparent suc-

:_ :- !.. en gratifying, but, through
fault in the management of the club,
measure of that success should have

': en much greater. The active member-
ship should have been at the least twice

large as it has been. All the local
r.--. we are sorry to say, have not

en ::;:.! are- not fully alive to the bene-
rcd advantages to them individually

r to the community at large, which
mbership in the club affords them. A
ral ambition to excel on their own

ount, coupled with a eommendable lo-
¦! ;.;-ide in the artistic progress of tiiri:

city, should have caused them to unitc
their streng^h and adhesion to the oL-

and purposes of the club long ago.
Tlr n again thc annual list of subscrib-

crs to tin festival ooncerts ought long
ismce to have doubled itself. ln a pro-
;; "essive community of a hundred thous-

:..' thore ought io be found at ths least
:¦-..- hundred of its citizens cheerfully to
i.-md to the club's Invilation to be¬
come its regular patrons. No one can

<'. ny that these concerts. equal to any
rendered anywhere in this country, be-
sif.es furnishing the most transcending
¦; healthful entertainment, do at thc
me time materially benefit the city in

niany ways. They at least furnish one of
the badges of its culture; advertise itd
progresslve spirit and nrtisHic taste far
end wide over this broad land. and
!.-. ds a healthy and uplifting atmos-
phore at home.
The next annual festival of music

marks the tenth one in the history of the
club. Is it too much to ask that the
e-ient be celebrated by rallying all of th?
iceal vocal talent of the city to the
lub's ranks. and by enrolling five hun¬
dred members to its list of patrons?

TROUBLES OF THE &.QNR9E DGG-
TR:HE.

There is no use disguising thc- fact that
President Castro oi the Venezuelan rc-

pubiic is puttlng tho Monroe doctrine to
a scvere and, from our'point of view. an
sn romfortable test Manifestly. ho is try-
Ing to shleld himself behind our skirts.
and at this writirig lt looks like tho
United States governmcnl is In a position
of embarrassment. to say the least. Our
government has never undertaken to o>:-

ercise guardlanship over the South Amer¬
iean rcpublics, has never undertaken to

protect them. nor to be responsible for
them in any business transactions that
they misht have with other natlons. The
M_*nroe doctrine was declared for our own

protection. It v.as not deemed wise to

permit European natlons to colonizo on

this side of the ocean and introduco their
form of government. and wo so declared.
But now that Great Britain and Ger¬

many have attemptcd io coerce Castro,
and now that Castro refusos to be co-

erecd, a new phase of the Monroe doctrine
is presented. Cearly, Great Britain and
Germany did not undertake these mcas-

u'rei. without thc consent of thc United
States, but it is said that the adminis-
Lratlon had no idea tliat these powers
would go to the extent of capturing and
destroyhv? the Venezuelan ,aavyv It. was
not undc-rstood, so tho reports say, that

Great Britain and Germany were. going
to mako war upon Venezuela. Yet it is

conceded that they have already made
war upon thc republic, no matter how

they may protcst to the contrary. They
have undertaken to collect their dobt

against the Venezuelan debtors by seiz-
Ing the custom houses. But Castro rc-

sists this attempt, and thrcatens to re-

sist it. by force of arms, and if he re-

fuses point blank to settle thc claim and

ahoiishes thc custom duties the allied
forces will have either to rejUre in cha-

griu or else do what is the custom on thc

j other side. seize a part of Venezuela's
territory. Yet if such seizure is made It

will be in denance of thc Monroe doctrine,
which we are sworn to defend.
In a crisis like lhnt what would be the

attitu'de of tho United States govern¬
ment? We should be forced by Castro
to aid and abet and protect him in re-

\ fusing to pay his debts. and would that-
not make us responsible? If we refused
to let Great Britain and Germany collect
an acknowldege debt against the Venez¬

uelan. people, a debt guaranteed by thc

Venezuelan government, these nations.
-however friendly they. may be to us,

J would they not hold us responsible?
This is not merely a matterVpf dollars

and cents. A principle is involved. and a

casus helli is involved in such a principle.
Wc do not believe. of course, that there

is going to bo war, but it ail goes to

show that this same Monroe doctrine Is

1 liable to bring on war. and the wonder
is that it has not already done so.

GQW-JLSGilY EDUGATfON.
We are sorry to see that a bill has

been introduced in the House pf De'c-

gates to compel parents to send their
children to school. Everybody kno'ws
that The Times is in favor of educa'lon.
We have done what we could to ad.ance

the cause of popular cducation in Vir¬

ginia, and we should like to see every

child-at school for at Ieast eight months

ir. the year. But when it comes to forcing
parents by law to send their children
to school and finlng them when they do

not send them; when it comes to sending
a police officer around to the homes of

the people to i<.e their children out

and march them off to school in defiance

of the wishes of the parent, we enter

our solerrin protest. We do not believe

that the liberty-loving people oi Vir¬

ginia.are ready for any such autocratlc
measures, and we hope that the bill

will be defeated by an overwhelming
vote.

"A WITNESS F03 GHRIST,"
(Selected for The Times.)

"He was not that Lightajbut came that
he might bear witness of that Light. That
was the true Light which lighteth orery
man, which cometh into the world." ln.
John. i: S.
Of whom does the writer speak? Of

John the Baptist. the immediate. fore-
runner of the Messiah. Hc was the first

to rccognize and proclairh tlie advent of

the long expected King.
He was one of those men who give an

impe'tus for new thought to their genera-
tion, and help men to see clearly what

they might otherwise only dimly under-
stand.
He was able in a measure to know our

Lord well. He was His cousin. and had

heard. perhaps known Him from His
childhood. Jolm was also in a position
to know what it involved to be the Mes¬

siah.
By the very circumstance that ho had

himself been mistaken for the Messiah,
he was dri-ren to de'fme in his own mind

the true. unmistakable charac-teristic
rharks of the Messiah. Nothing could so

clearly lead him to apprehend the differ-

ence-between himself and the Christ.
A star may seem ciose to the top of

the mountains, when seen from the low-

land moor; but seen from the mountain
ton it is recognized as Infinitely above
one. John was on the mountain top.
John was sent from God. Ordinary blo-

graphy begins at another point. But in
ihis case parentage, home, training, are

omitted altogether and the very beauty
of Cod and His message Iights up the
whole man.

Men have different ways of looking at
themselves. In some cases they look

downward to the "mire and the clay." i.

others they claim the dignity and privi¬
leges of the sons of God. The influence of
this view upon the use of strength and
life must be intense and salutary. We

degrade life when we omit God from its

plan.
What is our view of life? Have we but

a mer'e pliysical existence, or are we

rr.essengers of the Most High?
God reveals Himself to us. little by

little. as we are able to bear the light.
Joan came that he might "bear witness
to that Ligh;." There had been a long an.

wonderful pmcession of witnesses to that

[Light. There had been a long and won-

derful procession of witnesses to that

Light from Moses even until John, who
was the last cf the illustrious line.
John as a professed Saviour would

have been weak. and even contemptible;
but as a witness he was a burning and
shinlng light. Ho was as the morning .--ta;-

heralding the glorious dawn.
God is pleased to speak to us by men

like ourselves. John was a great man,

but he was only a man. He was sent from
Gcd hearing His message to the expect-
nnt world around him. God gave him
both his mission, hLs message. his instruc-
iou aii-1 his credentials. Ile. "was nor. thai

Light." His was but a temporary ray
The brighfest light which the hand of hian
ean enkindle is paled instantly when the
sun shineth in his strength. Beautiful.
indeed, is that noonday light when shin- }
ing alone, and not beautiful only. but
prccious exceedingly to men. who with-
out it would be in darkness. Yet could it

speak it would say: "I am but the spark
of another fire; your admlrations of my

splendor will cease when you see the
Sun:"
Such is the speech of thc most lumirious

3f men. Our light is lunar, ah<
according to the measure of our capacity
He sheds His glory through our life.
"That was the true light, which lighteth

e'very man that cometh into the world.''
As the sun shines for every man. so Jesus

Christ lives for every man. The lamp in

the house belongs to the householder; the

lamp in the street Is a locai convenience,
but the sun pours its morning and its
i>oontide rays into evoiy valiey and into
the huroblest home. That is tho true light,

^

.he freehold of every man, tho private
property of none.
And every man knows that the sun ls

ll.e true light-feels it to be Such-and
without hesitatinn aflirms it to be su¬

preme. Thero is no debatc in the mind

of any as to whether the sun* or the moon

is thc light of tho world.
It is so in tho light ot Jesus Chrlst.

When thc eyes of men are opened to see

Him In all His grace, wisdom and sym-

pathy, thc heart Is satisfied and every

rival light is lost in His infmite spiendor.
What havo you done about tclling oth-

ers of this light? Why wlU vou not bear

witness for your Lord and' Master? Why
do you daily roceivo His manifold bless-

ings and continue dumb?
Is He your Master? Do you love His

name? Lo you imbibe his splrit? Do you

displa.y His love? These miestions I beg

you to answer as in His sight.
Vou aro not ashan.ed of any other mas-

ter or teacher you havo; why bo nshamed
of your King? Vou speak of those who

taught you to pain't, to sing. to read. to

sprak, to write; do you ever mention His

name. who loved you and gave Himself
for you?

Wo took c"cI-as7o^n_sevc"ral "days ago to

correct somo misstatements more or less

personal to the owner of The Times. which

appeared in a speciai from Washington
to tho Richmond Dispatch. Iu Its issue

of yesterday tlie Dispatch makes edilorial
rcltrence to the subject and fairly and

generously gives a smnmnry of the cor-

rected statement made by The Times. W e

thank our contemporary for this cour-

tesy.

Oh! how it crushes our pritle to have

the bright and sparkling things we say

copied and commented upon by our con-

tempbraries, nnd credited to somo other

paper..South Boston News.
But sn many "bright and sparkling"

paragraphs are credited to tho Xows that

our contemporary ought. in generosity, to

let tho other fellow have the pickings.

Tho-expected is beginning to happen
as the mercury in the thermometor seeks
tho bottm. Co;:I riots are reported in

several cities. Small and as yet insig-
niticant they are. but thero may be moro

trouble ahead.

Duty is duty. conscienco is conscicnco.
right is right. and wrong is wrong,

whatever .sized type they may bc prlnted
in. "Large" or "small" are not words

for the vocabulary of conscience..Alex-
ander Maclaren.

"I never told a He in my life and I

could not tell one if I tried." dec'ared
Attorney X. Albertson. a former rabbi,
in a Chicago court. And yet ho is try-
ing to succeed as a lawyer in Chicago..
Boston Globe.

Tho life of man upon this fair earth
is made up for tho most part of little

pains and little pleasures. Thc great
wonder flowers bloom but once in a life-

timo..Longfellov.-.

It is difficult to say who. do you tho

most mischief, enemies with ...e worst
intentlons or friends with tho bc-st..

Bulwer.

Between the great things that wo can¬

not do and the small things we w.u not

lo tho danger is that wo shall do noth¬

ing..Adolphe Monod.

Several lar^e size stockings aro al¬

ready hanging about tho Whito House
and a consuiship or two may fall into

them.

Mexico, it is said, wiil soon foliow

Siam in tho adoption of tlie gold stand-
"ard. There is hope for Lincoln, Ncbias-
ka, yet.

The winter weather is just win'crish
enough for good health and at tiie same

.imc not to play a freeze out game.

Service to our fellow-men should be

made, not a substitute tor piety, but an

er-pression of it..Josiah Strong.

Few peop o disparage a distinguished
ancestry except those who have none of

their own..J. Hawes.

Xo well informed person wiil write it

Xmas, uniess lazinoss be a family weak¬
ness.

Miss Helen Gould cou.d give Fraulrin
Krupp some interesting suggestions as

to how to handle her great wealth.

This and one more Sunday before
Christmas.

From the Chureh Pap rs.
V.'hen Jesus Christ said, "And I. if I bo

lifted up. wiil drav.- all men unto me," He
moant that His gospel, the truth con-

corniug Himself,
"DRAW ALL MEX" should bo armed

L'NTO ME." with an attractivo
power through all

the after ages that no other ageucy could
possibly possess. And His prediction has
been verified through every century since
it was uttercd. Xo changes in social con¬

ditions. no inteilectual aclvancement of
the race, have in the least degree abated
the attractiveness of that gospel. which
is at once "the wisdem of God and tho
power of God.".Richmond Christian Ad-
vocato.

Many remarkable instruments of deli-
cacy and precisicn have in recent years
been invented.a pyrometer. which can

measure the heat from
DO WJ-.' HEAR a candle a mile away;
TIIE VOICE? instruments so delicate

that the approach of
a ship or an iceherg may bo detected long
before e-ither is in sight; meohanism
w'.u-re vibratioss of messages from
aeross tl;:- sea ma-y bo gathered up ann

registered and read! Wor.derful progress
havo we made in tho mechanical arts. in
flieso instruments of precisipri. But what
of the power to catch tho message of
spiritual import sent in wireiess teleg-
raphy from the hoavens? Are we sensl-
tive "to tho iniiriiui" H^s spiritual dis-
cernm»nt kept pa.ee with sclentiflc and
mate.ial progress since the days when

/ IU Ti..

Give your shoes to a cobbler to nov

haK-soled when you can have it don*-
at the Electric Power Shoo Factory

| and res'Jtched just Uke new No big
tigly sewing around solea Uko a

| brogue. No nalls or pe£T3.
Whole soleing, $1; men's half-solea,

75c; ladies', 60c.
Phone. New, 1132; Old. 2C_7.
Wiil ynd anywhere repalr and re¬

turn;

W..E. DREW&CO.

RICKETY CHILDREN.

Loose joints, bow legs, big
head, and soft; bones.mean
rickets. Itis atypical disease
for the best workings of Scott's
Emulsion.

For thc weak bones Scott's
E rri u 1 s i o n supplies those
powerful tonics the hypophos-
phites. For the loss of flesh
Scott's Emulsion provides the
nourishing cod-liver oil. -J

Scott's Emulsion corrects
the effects of iinperfect nour-
ishment and brings rapid im¬
provement in every way to
rickety children.

Free Si---.Ie.
**.'-¦ <*t V V

Samuel heard the call of God in the silent
moments of the night? Do we hear the
still small volce of God that now speaks
to us.-or are our ears duller than they
wero In days agone?.Religious Herald.

This last month Is very much like the
last years of life. The flowers of youth
have fallen, the. days of toil and en-

deavorare
DECEMBER.IMMOR- ended. We come

TALITY. back from travel
and gather In

the home. From the activity of the out-
door life we come in to that which is
quiet and restful, to count up the gains
and the losses. and review the wisdom
and the foliy of the past. What remains
is the hope of a new year. the hope of
a new and unending life. Would it not be
a fine thing if each December should re-

mir.d us to look up and away to Immor-
tality?
What a great and splendid hope it is.

Immortality! There is a wild flower
called Life Everlasting. and others, of
finer grade. we have been bold to call
Irr.mortelles. In the forest and on the
lawn are some trees that wiil not drop
their leaves. but grow persistently more

green. and we call them evergreens. They
are given in December to tell us of an¬

other year and another spring. and in
our thoughtful moods to spell the promise
of Immortality..Central Presbyterian.

Jesus Christ stands as ready to-day to
drive thc unelenn spirit out of a man as

when He walked in Gadara. His is a

great salvation.
THE DRUXKARD'S It is His own

HOPE. word. "Him that
cometh unto Me.

I will in no wise cast out."
Many a man ha-s Iooked to Him for

strength and found that He failed him
not. And gradually the sodden brain
grew clear again. its very character and
substance changing back to healthy
tissue. and with the renewed instrument
the mind has gone about its old work and
the conscience has seen clearly and the
will has bent the nature towards right
and truth and the love of God..Presby¬
terian Standard.

Tlie life which earth can satisfy is not
the overflowing life. Earthly pre-occu-
pations shrink soul capacity. Content

comes only from that
COXTKXT FROM which is higher and

GOD. better than our-
selves. The bread

that satisties is the bread of heaven.
Only God can tV.l a human soul to over-

flowlng. But that overflowing wil! be for
the joy of our homes. the blessing of our

nei-hbors, the enlightening and trans-

forming of the world..The Congregation-
alist.

T^-ai A tl-Ks-i-e* Bill.
Dr Ware will probabiy now hear the

iast of his anti-kissing bill. The papers

continue to f.re at him. Here are a

few more sample shots:

South Boston Xews: Dr. Ware has cer¬

tainiy created a stir. His bill is imprac-
ticable. Xo law can be enforced against
public sentiment.

Henry Bulletin: The Crawford-Campbell
case is "up" in the Legislature. This in¬
vestigation and the anti-kissing bill seem

to be the star features of the proceedings
so t'ar.

Fredericksburg Star: Wohder if our old
friend. Peter Barksdale. wants to "tote"
a pistol for the purpose of driving off
any officer who might try to arrest him
for kissing without a certificate.

Lees'ourg Record: Of course. the anti-
kissing bill wiil receive the approbation
of the "old maids."

Xewport Xews Times-Herald: Dr. Ware
will probabiy never be known as the
mistletoe statesman.

Rermrk<- About Richmond.
Tidewater Democrat: Perhaps the

largest baVy ever seen in Richmond
died in that city a few days ago.it was

a baby elephant.

Xorfolk Virginian-Pilot; Richmond is
on the verge of shutting down her street

e'.eaning department for lack of fun s.
* Richmond has one great advantage over
Xorfolk in this matter.she is so hil y
that the winter rains will wash part of
the debris into tne "Jeems." while Xor¬
folk is so tlat she is concave.

<£S*.^$<_*_*_><_><_>-*^^
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Tho past week brought the first real
touch of winter and the extent of tho
coal famine was thereby brought more

promlnently to view. A cold wave struck
tho country early in the week. At many
points' m tne northern section it '*«ia

coider than it has been in any December
for many years. ln tne neignoornouu or

Saratoga. X". Y.. it was the coldest De¬
cember weather they have had since l£Gl
and in New England the mercury went

iower than it nas been at any time
since 1SS6. There was snow generaily
throughout the North. In Virginia it
was quite cold for two days. uui soor.

turned warm again. and we had no snow

except in the mountains.
Now comes the story that J. Pierpont

Morgan has.a plan under way for the
consolidation of all the anthracite coal
properties, tncluding the coal-carrying
roads. The plan is said to be to buy out

the indepenclent miners and consolldate
their properties with the o.gar.ization
operators ancl their roads. thus forming
a combine that wili astonish the world
and throw the shipping combine complete-
ly in the shade. It is said that Mr. Mor-

gan stancls ready to put four hundred
miliion dollars behtnd this scheme.

Tho day after Mr. Thomas B. Reed's
death The Times said editorfally that
he left politics a poor man and tn the

short time he lived in Xew York ho be¬

came comparatlvely rich. This statement

was ciuestloncd at the time, but it now

dc-\-e!nps that Mr. R«-d's es'at" is valued
at $200,000 and that he saveel this out of

his earnings in Wall Street. His income
frcm his law practice was $50,000 per year.
but it is said that he lived on that and

put aside his tVall Street earnings for the
tnevitable rainy day. His .eputati-m for

boldness and nerve was the capitai he
opetated on.

The nows comes from Wasington that the
S~na*e wiil not take so kindly to tho bill
which the House hurriedly passed. appro-

priatlng $50,000 for the expenses of the An¬
thracite Commission. Some very Import-
unt amendments wiil doubtless be mado
to the bill before i- get.s through the
S-nate.' The leading members or" that
body have expressed the opinion that as

Judge Grey. Generai Wilson and Coionel
Wright already receive salaries from the
g"->\.- rnm^nt they should receive nothing
additional except their actual expenses.
As for the other members of the commis¬
sion. their compensation, the Senate
t-ur.ks, should be very moderate. ancl
nost of them ought to be glad to scrve

without pay. in view of the prestige which
arpointment as members of the commis¬
sion has given to them.

The Federal courts are trying to make
it plain that the United States mails
must not be interfered with in any man¬

ner whatsoever. and that ho who pre-
sumes to retard or in any way hinder
tho carrying of tiio same wil bo qulck-
ly punisned. On Tuesday last in New
OrWns the grand jury of rhe L'nftfu
States Court. actir.g under the instruc-
tions of the judge. indicted- Ben Com¬
mon?. president of the street-car men's
union', and sixteen other members tor
Interfe-rne. with the m-'il and .'-- <*.»¦

riers while the late street-car strike was

on in that city. During the early part
of the strike the men by viotence pre-
vented the United States mail car from
leaving tho railway company's barn.
Afterward tho mail cars were permit-
ted to run. although tiio other cars were
tied up for two weeks.

Tho Japanese Minister at Washington
has inform~d our government that he
has heard some things aoout Mr. John
Barrett. recently appointed Ur.ired
States Minister to Japan, that lead him
to believe that Mr. Barrett wi'l be per-
soha noa grata at the Japanese capi'a!.
It seems that Mr. Barrett is a pol tl-
cian of the boisterous and Iotd-talk r.g
kind. one who believes. or thinks he be-
lieves. that the United States wil! ere

long gobble up the whole world. inc'vd.
ing Japan. The trouble seems to bc- that
he has been exoressing himself a'ong
these lines so freely that hi. remarks
have reached sensitive Japanese ear?.
and hence the trouble he tinds himself
ir.. Mr. Barrett seems to have fa ted
to note the career of Gneral Bragg.

The annual meeting of the National
Ameriean Red Cross Association. w'-l-'h
was held in Washington ir. the eaily
part of the week. was so cpaiet and com¬

pleted its work in such short ord»r it failed
to attract the attention on the part of
the public its good work in the in'erest
of humanity entitles the association to

r>t a'l fmos. Miss Clara ^l^rtni n>-i.!-..:
The by-laws were amended with a view
to the. formation of State organiza ions
and enlargement of the membersh'p.
Miss Barton was elected president for
life. and Mrs. John A. Logan vie-
president. Other of_icers ele~*e,. were:

Counselor. ex-Secretary 0f S ate Rich¬
ard OIney; Treasurer. Wi'iarn -J.
Flather; Secretary. Samuel W. Briggs.

During the past week the stock market
has been in a disturbed state. The botrom
seems to have just dropped out of every-
thing. and in many instances prices went
almost as low as they did in the long
to be remembered May pan'c of 1S5L
There was almost a panic as sencus as

the one mentioned. It is a most
remarkable fact that this panic for
panic it really is. and may become yet
more serious to many holders of sec-ri-
ties. is a prosperity panic. and due soiely
to good f'mes. It is. of course. dir^ct'y
due to the money squeeze. but what
causes the tightness of money? S'mply
that Is has gone out of the banks to be
used in moving the immense crons. and
in business io such an extent that there
is none left for the use of speculators.

WEfii HSffi p^T[5?m
about the fit thnn our customer him¬
self. We cor.sider our reputatlonstaked on every suit and overcoat w<-
make. Thafs why we're sure we
can satisfy you. That's whv -v° ask
you to give us your trade. We know
that lf you do patronize us. you wlll
always be able to ^ny. "Am thorough¬
ly satisfied with my ciothcs."

10. ¥. Ewig,
615 E, Maih.

The trade reports of Dun's Agency ar. '.
also of Bradstreet's were ne-ver m r

timistic than last week. They sh -¦¦

ail kind* of business. manufactur
mercantile, etc. is s:mp!y boorr.ir.g a

that the demand for the products of
manufactories Is greater than the supply.
Business is ail right. thc country Is ir. ..

prosperous than e«ver, ar.d yet ln
midst of it ali comes this panl am

stock deaiers ar.d speculators. Thea ar

some who will argue that for om

panic is a good thing. That is douh :".:'.
for it will break many men, perbaps, but
it will bring with it no generai suffering;

The stand'ng committees or" the Vir¬
ginia Leg'slauire have had a busy week
and in a short time thi y will bave a plen-
ty of business mapped out for the Ho
and the Senate. In the meantirce the
members of the two houses are amus'ng
themselves introducing startling bills.
some of them freakisb an.-i »me tlreamy.
The b"ll offered ln the Senate by .*-.-.
Barks'ale providing fo- a pure
bought ballot mai be
latter. His bill provides for a g th rtg
if it can be accomp" but wh n the
time comes that its provi -Id r-

ried out to thi letter. G r wil be
headr.l th"s way to announci tl il
of the millenium. F S XV.

f Jtn Jfour With |
% l/irgtnia Oditors -!-
^3iC933EQ?3S^j*Kec63C8Sce3CK^ :-: ..:.: c- i

Mr John Wise said: "1 d i't k iov of
any other white man who is figl ting t ¦-

the cause of the disfranchised .-.

Virginia." And now c mi s the earar Ile
Hc-rald and says:
"We wonder if he ki xs ot '¦:. th r

white man in Virginia wl
ceiving checks four -" -. :.'

them."'

The Xorthem Xeck ." ¦'.:

the Hon. John Gc -T S
Wise sums him up ter th
we hai.e yet seen. Said t
Roman, "He started his
and then ran avs ty and lefi ii
ally, even sli > of Solomon
men have express 1 a great trutli
epigramn ati-

Th-- Xorfolk I Iger says: We sho:
think that in ; ¦¦'" nati sal
parks the Congress of the ITnit- .'

would not to as I ::. -:

Island :'¦ ¦' purpo e. .*."¦¦ '¦

to give a premium to che
gested it. An n better time than
could be taken for the J
advane< of th exposition to >mm ?

rate *.;:e Engiish landing there.

The Irvington C.tiz- .:* "i-; to remark.
Strawberries on the market in Virginia,
and a blizza d in Xew V rfc rival
of 'SS are anomalles that lend w

the advice of "Go South."

The Charlottesville Progress wants
Toid Commonwealth. r. *...¦ that
nriation is pract'cally Secured
best foot foreraost at St- L

\\ e'lV.-ant to prove that
line oj progress:on.tl al v.

plish just as great th ---

forefathers did in theirs I short, we

want to shut off the old grav
of Virginia. and r-¦. ¦'

i:>.-e facts of the present.t that sh ¦.-..

thc State of today '"

greatest in the L'nl natural
and in many acquii -' '.

Charlottesville Prcgr Th .-. talk-
irig of moving the 1 w ut tn
Richmond.to ch Cai : i From
an artistic : lts ;' l s' nr ";:,>

Is eertai::!v not suita .-. An eqnestriarr
statue to be effective shonlri always be

on a summil great A dead
level destroys half its beauty.

educed

Reduced Xmns prices wiil talk
here this week. and talk eloquently!
Our acls in laat week's papers, oSfer-
in«j greatly reduced prices on
Watches; Dir.moads, Diamond Jew-
elry. and J_.ini.__, have been tak»n
p.dvrintaKe of by many Xmaa gift
huvors!! Tn fact, they stirred up
business £enor;iliy.
Here are some more nuggesfcionsfor gifts, at prices reduced:

Brooches.
Forrxsrly ga.GO, $5.00.
Formerly $I2.0C, $10.SO.
Fcrmsrly $30.00, $27.00.
rcrnierly J.0.00, 3-J5.4K >.
rcnasrly -580.00, ?T2.00.

<£um$den,
761 Main Jtteet.

mqstf

Idjiches. P
Best <jual::y. ^cli-i'.'.cl, "jMsra-t-!?'!

t-x9^t'--_lv3 ycorg. f_r_n_riy $13.CO,
$i«.:_:o.
Selld 14i: Gcld: - !?_3

Tcrmirly
Tcmerl7

S31.C0, $is.f>o.
S3V-0, J.'ll .50.
$35.30, $-_»...O.

Fomarly $100.00. $&O.00_

TAitnsdon'-; Speciai 6*r.:'j Tv
iTodel. l.'.c Gold Case Watch. l-Lo*,
mon* guaranfeed. *4'\00.

Silver Hand.ed L'mbrolias.
Toie: Ware.
O^eu evenings until 7 o'clock.

£,umsdzn,
731 Main SireaL


